
April 8, 2018

Refreshments for next Sunday: 
Patience Group. Contact Patty  
Keeney 828-393-9361.

Spring Open House: The New  
Opportunity School for Women 
(NOSW) is sponsoring an Open House 
to celebrate Appalachian Heritage 
Week from 1-5 p.m. on April 9 at the 
Stephenson Center for Appalachia on 
the LMC campus. Call Jennie Harold at 
828-898-8905 for more information. 

After the service: Part of worship-
ping the Father and being a disciple 
of Jesus is praying. We pray together 
in worship and would be honored to 
pray with you after worship. If you 
are in a particular struggle or a have 
a particular joy, come to the back of 
the church under the window with 
the dove. Together in the power of 
the Spirit we can boldly approach 
the throne of grace.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS

We are grateful that you joined us 
today for worship and would love 
to keep in touch. We have a nursery 
for infants and toddlers. After the 
Passing of the Peace, Pre-K through 
2nd Grade continue to worship 
upstairs. After the service, please 
join us downstairs for refreshments 
provided by our Peace Group.

      W elcome!SEVEN STANZAS AT EASTER R by John Updike 

Make no mistake: if he rose at all
It was as His body;
If the cell’s dissolution did not reverse, the molecule reknit,
The amino acids rekindle,
The Church will fall.

It was not as the flowers,
Each soft spring recurrent;
It was not as His Spirit in the mouths and fuddled eyes of the
Eleven apostles;
It was as His flesh; ours.

The same hinged thumbs and toes
The same valved heart
That—pierced—died, withered, paused, and then regathered
Out of enduring Might
New strength to enclose.

Let us not mock God with metaphor,
Analogy, sidestepping, transcendence,
Making of the event a parable, a sign painted in the faded
Credulity of earlier ages:
Let us walk through the door.

The stone is rolled back, not papier-mache,
Not a stone in a story,
But the vast rock of materiality that in the slow grinding of
Time will eclipse for each of us
The wide light of day.

And if we have an angel at the tomb,
Make it a real angel,
Weighty with Max Planck’s quanta, vivid with hair, opaque in
The dawn light, robed in real linen
Spun on a definite loom.

Let us not seek to make it less monstrous,
For our own convenience, our own sense of beauty,
Lest, awakened in one unthinkable hour, we are embarrassed
By the miracle,
And crushed by remonstrance.



 Service for the Lord’s Day  k  8 April 2018

Personal thoughts     and prayer reminders

Prayer of   
Preparation

Loving Father, 
as we journey with your Son  

in these weeks of remembrance 
and hope, help us to  

understand you and your love 
for the world more clearly.

Transform us by the saving 
knowledge of Jesus Christ and 
prepare us for service in your 
kingdom, through Christ, our 

Lord. Amen.

 Greeting

Leader:      The Lord be with you 

 All:   And also with you. 

 Welcome & Announcements 

* Call to Worship ~1 Peter 1:3   

  Leader:   Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  

   All:    In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living 
hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.

* Opening Hymn #45  Crown Him With Many Crowns

* Opening Prayer 

* Hymn of Praise  #308 There is a Redeemer

* Confession based on Romans 5:8; Hebrews 4:16, NRSV   

     Almighty God, in raising Jesus from the tomb you have given us the 
sure sign of your power to deliver us from sin and death and to renew 
our whole creation. We confess that we still fall into doubt and fear. 
We continue to cling to selfish ways and doubt your power to make all 
things new. Forgive our lack of faith. Have mercy on our weakness. 
Raise us from the death of sin that we may live with Christ in the joy 
of his resurrection, now and forever. 

* Assurance of Pardon ~ based on 1 Timothy 1:15; 1 Peter 2:24 

   Hear the good news: “If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just 
will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness”— and 
— if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ 
the righteous; and he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours 
only but also for the sins of the whole world.” 

* The Gloria Patri and Passing the Peace

 Children's Sermon

 Prayers of the People

 Scripture and Sermon    John 20:19-31 
   Peace, Power and Blessing

Celebration of the Lord's Supper  

  Leader:  The Lord be with you

  People:  And also with you.

  Leader:  Lift up your hearts

  People:  We lift them up to the Lord.

  Leader:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

  People:  It is right to give our thanks and praise.

 Offering and Offertory

* Affirmation of Faith 1 Corinthians 15:3-8 
  For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance:  
that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he  
was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the 
Scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, and then to the  
Twelve. After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the 
brothers and sisters at the same time, most of whom are still living, 
though some have fallen asleep. Then he appeared to James, then  
to all the apostles.

* Hymn of Dedication #648  Love Divine, All Loves Excelling

* Benediction  


