
ANNOUNCEMENTS

We are grateful that you joined us today 
for worship and would love to keep in 
touch. We have a nursery for infants  
and toddlers. After the Passing of 
the Peace, Pre-K through 2nd Grade 
continue to worship upstairs. After the 
service, please join us downstairs for 
refreshments provided by Arbor Dale’s 
Faithfulness Group.

      W elcome!

Refreshments for next Sunday:  
Joy Group. Contact Brie Young-Powell 
540-969-9523.
After the service: Part of worship-
ping the Father and being a disciple 
of Jesus is praying. We pray together 
in worship and would be honored to 
pray with you after worship. If you 
are in a particular struggle or a have 
a particular joy, come to the back of 
the church under the window with 
the dove. Together in the power of 
the Spirit we can boldly approach 
the throne of grace.  
Maundy Thursday Service: Thurs. 
evening at 6:30.
Arbor Dale’s Easter Egg Hunt  

after worship on Easter 
Sunday, April 1. Please 

have children bring 
their Easter Baskets. 

Fresh flowers from your 
garden are welcome for 

the Children’s Flower Cross.

FAF Distribution - Friday. Mar. 30  
at 8:15 a.m.
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The gospel of John is simple, a child can play in it. The  
gospel of John is profound and deep, an elephant can 

swim in it. Throughout our reading of this story about Jesus’ 
life, death and resurrection I have tried to keep these things 
two things together, simplicity and profundity. So simple a 
child can get it. So deep we will never exhaust it.

 These two sides of the gospel reflect the person of Jesus. 
He was simple and direct and straightforward. Children loved 
him. People followed him. He healed the sick and gave sight 
to the blind. He was the man for others. And like others he 
prayed to God. 

 Jesus not only prayed to God like a simple man, he  
also spoke as God. He claimed the divine name, the name 
revealed to Moses, the name that is so holy that Jews didn’t 
and don’t say it. Jesus takes that name for himself and claims 
to be the Son of the Father, God with God.   

 The challenge or the invitation of this gospel story is to 
keep these things together, to let them both be true and let 
both of them shape how we think about God and about  
being human. In other words, we need to start with Jesus 
again and again letting him show and tell us who he is and 
who he is with the Father. It isn’t easy, but a child can do it…

GOSPEL JOHNOF

GOSPEL JOHNOF



 Service for the Lord’s Day  k March 25, 2018

 Greeting

Leader:      The Lord be with you 

 All:   And also with you. 

 Welcome & Announcements 

* Call to Worship ~Psalm 92:1-2, NIV   

  Leader:   As we are called into worship today, it is sobering to remember that 
when God appeared on earth in the person of Jesus, most of the world 
did not recognize him and therefore did not worship him. Today we ask 
for faith that will open our eyes to see Jesus for who he is, that we might 
worship him in truth. People of God, behold and see your God! 

   All:    Open our eyes to see your glory. Open our ears to hear your truth 
and wisdom. Open our hands to offer gifts. Open our mouths to 
sing your praise. Open our hearts to offer you our love. You are  
Lord! And we come to worship you.  

* Opening Hymn #300  All Glory, Laud and Honor

* Opening Prayer 

* Hymn of Praise  #302 Lamb of God

* Call to Confession ~ based on Romans 5:8; Hebrews 4:16, NRSV 

   Like the people who greeted Jesus as he entered Jerusalem and then later 
pronounced “Crucify him,” we are fickle people who often deny Christ in our 
thoughts, words, and deeds. Remembering the events of Jesus’ last week helps 
us see ourselves for what we are: sinners in need of a Savior, a Savior—praise 
God—we have in Christ. In honesty and hope, we confess now our sins to God. 

* Confession based on Romans 5:8; Hebrews 4:16, NRSV   

     O King of glory, we confess that our praise of your majesty has often been 
faint, our performance as citizens of your kingdom treasonous. For we have 
surrendered to the enemy by our secret and our known sins. For our treason 
you died, Lord Jesus. For our restoration, you rose again. Draw us closer 
to you in this holy week, that our eyes may catch the vision of your tears, 
and our hearts, the wonder of your grace. By the Holy Spirit’s continuing 
discipline, let us be loyal and loving servants of the King. Praise be to you, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.

Personal thoughts     and prayer reminders

* Congregation Stands

Prayer of preparation
Loving Father, as we journey 

with your Son in this week  
of remembrance and hope, 

help us to understand 
you and your love for the 

world more clearly.  
Transform us by the saving 
knowledge of Jesus Christ  

and prepare us for  
service in your kingdom, 
through Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 

* Assurance of Pardon

     Hear the Word of the Lord from Psalm 118: Let those who fear the Lord say, 
“His steadfast love endures for ever.” Out of my distress I called on the Lord; 
the Lord answered me and set me free. The Lord is my strength and my song; 
he has become my salvation. I shall not die, but I shall live, and recount the 
deeds of the Lord. In Christ, God answers us and sets us free! In Christ, we 
are forgiven! Thanks be to God. 

* The Gloria Patri and Passing the Peace

 Children's Sermon

 Prayers of the People

 Scripture and Sermon    John 18:28-9:16 
   A King and His Kingdom

Celebration of the Lord's Supper  

  Leader:  The Lord be with you

  People:  And also with you.

  Leader:  Lift up your hearts

  People:  We lift them up to the Lord.

  Leader:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

  People:  It is right to give our thanks and praise.

 Offering and Offertory

* Affirmation of Faith The Apostles Creed

   I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and earth; And 
in Jesus Christ, His only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 
Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was cruci-
fied, dead, and buried; He descended into hell;  the third day He rose 
again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge  
the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy Catholic 
Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection 
of the body; and the life everlasting.

* Hymn of Dedication #324  When I Survey the Wondrous Cross

* Benediction  


