
ANNOUNCEMENTS

We are grateful that you joined us 
today for worship and would love to 
keep in touch.

We have a nursery for infants and 
toddlers. After the Passing of the 
Peace, Pre-K through 2nd Grade 
continue to worship upstairs. 

After the service, please join us 
downstairs for refreshments provid-
ed by Arbor Dale’s Goodness Group.

      W elcome!

Refreshments for next Sunday:  
Faithfulness Group. Contact Barbara 
Cornett 898-7661

A new refreshment calendar is avail-
able on the church website, and we also 
have some printed copies. If you would 
like to be on a group, there is still time. 
We can always add another name in 
one of the blanks on the calendar.  See 
Hope Watkinson, Fellowship elder.

This week is “Souper Bowl” Sunday 
and we celebrate by donating canned 
food to Feeding Avery Families! The 
donation bin will stay in the foyer for 
another week, so you can still bring 
food, or you can donate by check with 
FAF in the memo line. Thank you!
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February 4, 2018

GOSPEL JOHNOF
The gospel of John is simple and deep. It has the potential to stir our 

emotions and confuse our brains, to move us immediately and deeply.  
In John 8 we read a story that is a perfect example of this ‘two story power.’  
As we read the episode of the woman caught in adultery, consider why it moves 
us immediately and how it has the capacity to keep confusing, challenging, 
calling us to something deeper, wider, full of both grace and truth.

This week when it snowed and we didn’t have Bible study I sent out a  
question: what do you notice about this story? Here are a few of the  
responses I received:

	Here goes Jesus again using women (unheard of during that time) to 
make his point Not to condone the sin, but to forgive, set free, and make 
a strong point that she was to go and sin no more. Also to let the ones 
who were ready to stone her understand that they were also sinners. 

	The part of the passage that struck me was Jesus allowing the Pharisees 
to reflect before they acted. I kept seeing the stooped Jesus drawing in 
the sand so the men could reflect on his words. It reminded me that  
God nudges us as we come to points in our lives when we need to  
make decisions. He’s patient and leads us, but gives us room to make our 
decision. It’s a hard passage to hear because I know how often I choose 
to throw a stone. It pushes me into some uncomfortable reflection! 

	We should keep reading this passage over and over to remind ourselves 
that judgment is not ours.

What do you think? What strikes you? Where is God speaking to you in this 
scripture?

GOSPEL JOHNOF



 Service for the Lord’s Day  k February 4, 2018
 Greeting
  Leader:      The Lord be with you 
  All:  And also with you.
 Welcome & Announcements 

* Call to Worship ~from Psalm 66:1-2, 4, NRSV 
   Let us worship God, who has done great things. We rejoice in  

our God, who made a way through the desert of this world. 

   Let us worship God, who has caused streams of mercy to flow in the 
wasteland.We are the people God has formed through Christ;  
we worship him, and we rejoice!

    Let us worship God in spirit and in truth. We praise God for the grace 
that has saved us. Alleluia! We rejoice!.  

* Opening Hymn #21  O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing

* Opening Prayer 

* Hymn of Praise  #308  There is a Redeemer

* Call to Confession
    When we see God’s beautiful holiness, we recognize our own lack of holiness. 

God is light and truth, yet we live among shadows and lies.  
People of God, let us acknowledge who and whose we are; let us ask our powerful 
God to illumine us with grace and truth in Jesus, our Lord. 

* Confession   
   Leader: Lord, you showed us true humility by becoming one of us,
   All:  yet too often we practice pride.
  Leader: You cried alongside your friends and for the city of Jerusalem,
   All:   yet too often we rush past the pain of others and are careless 

about our cities.
  Leader: You loved those who were weak, despised, or cast out
   All:   yet too often we love those who are strong, respected, or popular.
  Leader: You freely forgave and healed,
   All:  yet too often we hold grudges and cause pain.
  Leader: You lived a perfectly holy life,   

  All:   yet too often we do not yearn for righteousness.
   Leader:  You prayed that we who believe in you should be united with each 

other and you,
   All:   yet too often we focus on the differences that separate us from 

other believers.

Personal thoughts     and prayer reminders

* Congregation Stands

Prayer of preparation
Almighty God, to whom all 
hearts are open, all desires 
known, and from whom  

no secrets are hid:  
Cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inspiration of 

your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you and  

worthily magnify your holy 
name through Christ, our Lord. 

Amen.

  Leader: You were mocked, whipped, and even killed for us, 
   All:  yet too often we deny you.
  Leader: You call us to be the salt of the earth and the light of the world, 
   All:    yet too often we blend into or hide from our culture.  

Forgive us, Lord, so that we will shine with your glory. Amen.

* Assurance of Pardon 
   Hear the good news! There is no condemnation for those who are in 

Christ Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free 
from the law of sin and death. Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. 
The old life has gone; a new life has begun. Know that in Jesus, God draws 
you into the light, forgives you,and strengthens you to live a new life. 

* The Gloria Patri and Passing the Peace

 Children's Sermon

 Prayers of the People

 Scripture and Sermon  Week 10  John 8:2-11 
   A Trap and a Treasure

Celebration of the Lord's Supper  
  Leader:  The Lord be with you
  People:  And also with you.
  Leader:  Lift up your hearts
  People:  We lift them up to the Lord.
  Leader:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
  People:  It is right to give our thanks and praise.
 Offering and Offertory

 Ordination and Installation of Elders

* Affirmation of Faith The Apostles Creed
   I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and earth; 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the 
Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell;  the third day 
He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on 
the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come 
to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy 
catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 
resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  

* Hymn of Dedication #337  Nothing but the Blood  

* Benediction  


