
Welcome! 

We are grateful that you joined us today 
and would love to keep in touch. After 
worship, please join us downstairsfor  
refreshments provided by Arbor Dale’s  
Goodness Group.

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Refreshments for next Sunday: Faithfulness 
Group. Contact Barbara Cornett 898-7661 

Wednesday, December 8 at 6:00 p.m. Mt. Calvary  
Baptist is hosting a community candle lighting. 
Please join us!  
 
 
 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
CHURCH OFFICE: 

PO BOX 235, Banner Elk NC 28604 
arbordalechurch@gmail.com 

www.arbordalechurch.org 
PASTOR TEE GATEWOOD: 

828-783-8262   adpc.tee@gmail.com

Prayer of Preparation 

King of glory, you are God. 

You are powerful.  
You rule the entire world. 

We praise you because you are so 
great. But you became a baby.  

You were tiny and weak.  
You were just like us. 

We praise you because you came, 
and we look forward to when  

you will come again.  

In your name we pray. Amen. 

To listen to our sermons online, please visit 
https://www.arbordalechurch.org/sermons

"He's Always Been Faithful" Words and music written by Sara Groves  2000 Hope Publishing 
Company Music: 2000 Hope Publishing Company CCLI License #1121404 

“At This Very Time” Words and music by Ginny Owens, Sandra McCracken, Trillia Newbell 
Copyright @2021 Integrity Worship MusicIntegrity's Praise! MusicPaper News Publishing 
Chick Power MusicCCLI License #11214042 

“Is He Worthy” Capitol CMG Genesis / Jakedog Music / Junkbox Music / Vamos Publishing.  
CCLI License #11214042 

* Congregation Stands

Service for the Lord’s Day  5 December 2021

GREETING 
Leader: The Lord be with You.  

All: And also with you. 
PRELUDE He's Always Been Faithful 

* CALL TO WORSHIP based on Isaiah 40:3 
Leader: A voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare the  

way of the Lord, make straight in the desert  
a highway for our God."  

All: As we worship today, let us prepare to welcome 
God’s dramatic work in our midst, in our hearts, in 
our community, and in all of creation. 

Leader: Let us worship God. 
* HYMN OF PRAISE #245  O Come, O Come Emmanuel 



LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
Reader 1: Jesus said, “I am the light of the world; 

the one who follows me will not walk in  
darkness but have the light of life.” 

All:   We light these candles as a sign of the  
coming light of Christ.  

Reader 2:  The people who walked in darkness have seen a 
great light;  those who lived in a land of deep 
darkness— on them light has shined. (Isaiah 9:2) 

Reader 3:  I will lead the blind by a road they do not know, 
by the paths they have not known I will guide 
them. I will turn the darkness before them into 
light, the rough places into level ground. These 
are the things I will do and I will not forsake 
them. (Isaiah 42:16). 

CALL TO CONFESSION   
In spite of God’s love for us and gift of love in us, we often act 
in destructive ways that leave us in despar.  
We close our hearts to God and refuse to do his will.  
Together let us confess our sin. . 

* PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
Lord Christ, we confess our willingness to be loved 
but also our reluctance to love. We confess our readiness to 
accept your forgiving love but also our refusal to forgive.  
We confess our eagerness to grasp your offer of redeeming 
love but also our resistance to follow you without question. 
In this Advent time, forgive us our failure to respond as we 
should. Come to us anew, and by your grace, assist us to re-
ceive you with joy, as the shepherds; with gratitude, as 
Simeon; with obedience, as Mary; with love, as you have 
loved us.Even so: come, Lord Jesus. Amen.  

* ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. Your sins are 
pardoned. The penalty is paid.     ~ based on Isaiah 40:1-2   

* PASSING THE PEACE  
* HYMN OF PREPARATION                          At This Very Time 

Consider Him faithful, call Him good 
Know He is able, take Him at His word  

The barren made fruitful, the promise fulfilled 
We wait in the darkness ‘til light was revealed  
     Refrain: At this very time God has appointed  

Is anything too hard for the Lord?  
No, nothing is too hard for the Lord  

We walk in assurance of what we can’t see  
We long for the city that has yet to be 
Our God is a Shelter, our Help and our Stay 
We rest in His arms and His unchanging grace  
     Refrain 
Count the stars, see the evidence  
Trace the lines of His providence  
We declare the glory of Your name  
Of  Your name 
     Refrain 
SCRIPTURE AND SERMON              Luke 1:26-38.  Wondering 

* COMMUNION HYMN                                             #243 Emmanuel  
* CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

 Leader:   The Lord be with you. 
         All:    And also with you. 
 Leader:   Lift up your hearts. 
         All:    We lift them up to the Lord. 
 Leader:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
         All:    It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Leader:     Therefore we join our voices with all the saints 

and angels and the whole creation to proclaim 
the glory of your name. 

         All:    Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are  full of your glory. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
 Blessed is he who comes In the name of the 
Lord.  Hosanna in the highest.  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
* HYMN OF PRAISE                                                   Is He Worthy

Do you feel the world is broken? (We do) 
Do you feel the shadows deepen? (We do) 
But do you know that all the dark won't stop  
the light from getting through? (We do) 
Do you wish that you could see it all made new?  (We do) 
Is all creation groaning? (It is)  
Is a new creation coming? (It is) 
Is the glory of the Lord to be the light  
within our midst? (It is) 
Is it good that we remind ourselves of this? (It is) 

CHORUS: Is anyone worthy? Is anyone whole? 
Is anyone able to break the seal and open the scroll? 
The Lion of Judah who conquered the grave 
He is David's root and the Lamb who died  
to ransom the slave 

Is He worthy? Is He worthy? 
Of all blessing and honor and glory 
Is He worthy of this? He is 
Does the Father truly love us? (He does) 
Does the Spirit move among us? (He does) 
And does Jesus, our Messiah hold forever those He loves? 
(He does) 
Does our God intend to dwell again with us? (He does) 

CHORUS 
From every people and tribe 
Every nation and tongue 
He has made us a kingdom and priests to God 
To reign with the Son 
Is He worthy? Is He worthy? 
Of all blessing and honor and glory 
Is He worthy? Is He worthy? 
Is He worthy of this? 
He is! He is!  
Is He worthy? Is He worthy? 
He is! He is! 
He is worthy! He is worthy! He is 

*   BENEDICTION


